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numerous and varied, can be derived from this principle,
science then acquires the highest degree of certainty that it
can attain. Such has astronomy become by the discovery of
universal gravitation."

I. Bacon had, as we have seen, set before himself,
as the goal of his research, an unattainable end. It has
been said that, like Plato, he asked too much; and
thought to solve mysteries which Nature by no
torture or binding of Proteus has been ever forced
to reveal. "We may weed his work of its contra-
dictions, as his admission of compound u forms/' his
speaking of heat as " simple," and yet seeking to
resolve it. We may grant that he has pointed the
way to the analysis of Nature : but to ask the mean-
ing of her primitive qualities is to batter at the last
gate of Spenser's c Busiris,' bearing the inscription,
"Be not too bold." Bacon's audacity in this respect
contrasts with the modest temperance of more prac-
tically successful men of science, who owed their
triumphs in large measure to self-restraint. Leonardo
da Vinci achieved so much because he did not confuse
his experiments with pseudo - metaphysical or a priori
fancies. Copernicus, in laying down the first draft of
the planetary motions approximately true, disclaimed
any inquiry after their causes. Galileo, on the samo
theme, declares, " The cause of the acceleration is not
a necessary part of the investigation." Gassendi, in
acknowledging, with polite censure, Lord Herbert of
Cherbury's fantastic book, confesses that ho does not
believe any more than Butler, the satirist, in find-
ing " first nature undressed." " I am in darkness
when I attempt to investigate the real nature of